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nonprofit professional dance
company based in Austin, Texas.

We believe that professional
creative work is strongest when
collaboratively made by artists with
a variety of training, expertise, lived
experience, and world views. EEC is
comprised of dancers (trained in
contemporary, hip-hop, tap, and
more), filmmakers, spoken word
artists, actors, and singers. Our
social justice art emphasizes
personal stories over politics.

See more of our work here.

DIRECTOR,
STEPHANIE
PATRICK

Stephanie Patrick is the Artistic Director and
founder of Early Era Collective, launched in 2018. 

An Austin native, she has performed
professionally for over 20 years and taught at
institutions including City Dance and Alonzo King
LINES Dance Center in San Francisco. Her work
and training span Los Angeles, New York, the San
Francisco Bay Area, Asheville, and Austin, where
she returned in 2016 to establish a professional
dance company. Passionate about blending
multiform dance and storytelling, Stephanie uses
performance as a way to bridge communities and
spark empathy.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GIh2TalnNoQ


This October, Early Era Collective invites audiences to experience Gently, She
Wakes, a powerful new dance-theater work exploring femininity, healing, and
personal power. The production runs for three nights only, October 2-4, at
KMFA Studios in collaboration with The SAFE Alliance.

Part unfolding and part reclamation, Gently, She Wakes blends
Contemporary and Heels dance, raw storytelling, and stage combat into
an evening-length journey of resilience.

GENTLY SHE 
WAKES OCTOBER 2, 3 & 4 2025

https://www.safeaustin.org/
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Aidan Rogers
 Angelina de Leon

Bradi Nelson
 Cellise Brown

ET
Kanami Nakabayashi-Timpe 

Lilly Wylde
Lily Zapatero

Mia Moi

Additional 
choreography &
collaboration:

 Lisa del Rosario

Jeffery Da’Shade Johnson

Wyntergrace Williams



THE PERFORMANCE

A survivor-created narrative, the performance offers an unflinching
yet ultimately uplifting depiction of trauma and transformation. 

Patrick’s dynamic and intimate choreography is brought to life by
nine multi-form dancers who move through vulnerability, humor,
rage, and hope.

“Gently, She
Wakes is a
love letter
to femininity
and survivors.”

Stephanie Patrick
Artistic Director



COMPANY Key Highlights / Accolades
Founded in 2018; became a 501(c)(3) nonprofit in 2019
Recipient of the City of Austin’s 2025 Thrive Award
Featured at Americans for the Arts Cultural Week of Action
Dance films screened at 11+ national film festivals
Artistic Director Stephanie Patrick nominated for

      Best of Austin Choreographer by the Austin Chronicle



 “Movement, rhythm, and words come together to tell

bold, unapologetic stories of culture, identity, and

community.” 

Website
Contact: stephanie@earlyeracollective.org

“this show was everything.  i whooped & hollered.  i cried.  i laughed. i

sat in stillness and soaked up everything the show had to say.”-

jennifer Williams,  Assistant Director of Small Plates Dance Festival 

https://www.instagram.com/earlyeracollective/

